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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over GSM 2.60 
v8.0.0 (provided by the applicant and hereinafter GSM) in view of Boltz (US 6,3 1 1 ,055). 

4. In regards to claim 1 , GSM discloses a method of providing closed user group service in 
a mobile communication system enabling packet-switched data services and comprising at least 
one network element controlling point to multipoint packet services and at least one group 
comprising a plurality of group subscribers (see pages 15-27 and most especially section 5.2.3). 
GSM does not disclose the method comprising: 

a. determining for said network element closed user group access conditions for at 
least one subscriber belonging to the group, said access conditions comprising at least 
one of the following conditions: 

i. right to send/receive packets to/from parties outside the group, 

ii. right to send/receive packets to/from a part of the group substantially 
simultaneously without communicating with all members of the group, 
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b. checking said access conditions in said network element when packets are being 
sent to/from at least one subscriber, and 

c. transferring packets from said network element to desired addresses if said access 
conditions allow the transmission. 

Boltz discloses access conditions for making outgoing calls in column 5 lines 6-17. The 
outgoing call access list is applied for all call attempts and therefore encompasses the right to call 
outside the group as long as the number is not on the barred call list. Figure 3 discloses that the 
barred list is consulted each time packets are sent from the subscriber. Column 7 lines 45-55 
disclose that the call is allowed if access conditions permit the transmission. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify GSM's closed 
groups to include the access conditions of Boltz because doing so allows for greater call 
flexibility, as taught by Boltz in column 10 lines 1-4. 

5. In regards to claim 2, GSM and Boltz disclose a method according to claim 1, wherein 
the addresses that are allowed are determined in said access conditions. Boltz discloses keeping 
a list of barred addresses in column 5 lines 6-9. Therefore, the addresses that are allowed are 
determined in the access conditions by their absence from the list. 

6. In regards to claim 3, GSM and Boltz disclose a method according to claim 1, wherein 
outgoing and incoming access conditions separately are determined in said access conditions. 
Boltz discloses a call barring list, but allows all incoming calls. The access conditions are 
separately determined because the lack of prohibitions on incoming calls can be seen as one 
access condition, while the call barring list can be seen as a separate, outgoing call access 
condition. 
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7. In regards to claim 4, GSM and Boltz disclose a method according to claim 1, wherein 
adjacent packets are transferred without rechecking said access conditions after first packet, in 
response to the checking of said access conditions of the first packet and the source and the 
destination addresses in the adjacent packets being the same as in the first packet. Boltz 
discloses checking the called number against the called list before call establishment in figure 3. 
Once the call is established, the call is not continuously checked against the barred list. 
Therefore, subsequent packets with the same source and destination information are not 
rechecked before transmission. 

8. In regards to claim 5, GSM and Boltz disclose a method according to claim 1, wherein a 
group is selected for the subscriber during the activation of data transfer arrangement for a 
mobile station of the subscriber, and the access conditions of the selected group are used when 
packets to/from the subscriber are being sent until the data transfer arrangement is deactivated or 
reconfigured. GSM section 6.1 on page 41 discloses that upon activation the service profile may 
be set to default values, which will be used until the service profile is reconfigured. The access 
conditions disclosed by Boltz are part of the service profile. In order to participate in PTM the 
subscriber must be a member of at least one group, so a default group is selected if one was not 
specified. 

9. In regards to claim 6, GSM and Boltz disclose a method according to claim 5, wherein 
the data transfer arrangement is packet data protocol PDP context. Section 5.2.3 on page 19 of 
GSM discloses that IP-M can be used for the closed groups. IP is a PDP, as disclosed in the 
definition of PDP on page 1 1 of GSM. 
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10. In regards to claim 7, GSM and Boltz disclose a method according to claim 1, wherein 
the used group is identified when data packets are being sent, and the access conditions of the 
identified group are used for the data packets. Page 20 discloses the message contains a group 
identifier and the group has the same conditions. Boltz discloses access conditions in column 5 
lines 6-9. 

1 1 . Claim 8 is for a system, or set of devices, which can accomplish the method of claim 1 . 
GSM discloses at least one network element controlling PTM services in section 5, specifically 
pages 15-27. GSM does not disclose the access conditions. 

Boltz discloses access conditions for making outgoing calls in column 5 lines 6-17. The 
outgoing call access list is applied for all call attempts and therefore encompasses the right to call 
outside the group as long as the number is not on the barred call list. Figure 3 discloses that the 
barred list is consulted each time packets are sent from the subscriber. Column 7 lines 45-55 
disclose that the call is allowed if access conditions permit the transmission. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify GSM's closed 
groups to include the access conditions of Boltz because doing so allows for greater call 
flexibility, as taught by Boltz in column 10 lines 1-4. 

12. Claim 9 is a combination of claims 2 and 3. It is rejected upon the same grounds of 
rejection as claims 2 and 3. 

13. Claims 10-13 are rejected upon the same grounds as claims 4-7 respectively. 

14. Claim 14 is for a network element that can accomplish the method of claim 1 . GSM 
discloses at least one network element controlling PTM services in section 5, specifically pages 
15-27. GSM does not disclose the access conditions. 
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Boltz discloses access conditions for making outgoing calls in column 5 lines 6-17. The 
outgoing call access list is applied for all call attempts and therefore encompasses the right to call 
outside the group as long as the number is not on the barred call list. Figure 3 discloses that the 
barred list is consulted each time packets are sent from the subscriber. Column 7 lines 45-55 
disclose that the call is allowed if access conditions permit the transmission. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify GSM's closed 
groups to include the access conditions of Boltz because doing so allows for greater call 
flexibility, as taught by Boltz in column 10 lines 1-4. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Jonsson and Durkin disclose methods for setting access conditions for subscribers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kerri M. Dyke whose telephone number is (571) 272-0542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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